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castles,"1 and warns him not to expect anything uncommon
from her book, for "as Solomon so many centuries ago de-
clared, there was nothing new under the sun/'2 The author
may, certainly, claim some originality* Supernatural effects
are created by a squirrel jumping out of a pie, and people
are advised to get up early in consideration of the cook.
The strange noises and mysterious occurrences which
frighten the characters of the story are finally accounted for
as being effects produced by ventriloquism. The Haunted
Cavern, which also appeared in 1796, was written by John
Palmer, a schoolmaster of Bath. It is less mundane than
Bungay Castle, but runs to the other extreme. The hero
clasps "the fleshless bones'* of his supposedly dead parent in
an ecstasy of grief.3 The noises in the haunted cavern, which
gives the title to the story, were caused by a band of robbers,
who had made it their residence. In the same class we may
"group Ranspach, or the Mysteries of the Castle (1797), There
is again a repetition of Radcliffian themes and technique.
Mysterious occurrences are resolved in a natural manner
also in Manfredi, Baron St. Osmund, The Ruins of Avondale
Priory, and Santa-Maria, or The Mysterious Pregnancy. These
novels will be discussed later in the chapter.
Turning to the other important new influence in these
years, it will be recollected that, as early as 1787, The
Critical expressed a feeling of "congenial warmth for every-
thing of German origin."4 The success of The Sorrows of
Werther has already been commented on; the book went
through five editions in ten years. If any better evidence of
its popularity were necessary, it can be found in the works
written with the avowed intention of counteracting its
influence. The moral age rushed to arms against the "per-
nicious poison" of the emotional abandonment of Goethe.
Eleonora, from the Sorrows of Werthervtzs published in 1785;
and in 1786 appeared The Letters of Charlotte, during her
connexion with Werther^ the preface of which mentions an
instance "well known in the metropolis, that a young and
.amiable lady who, * rashly ventured on the unknown shore, had
*Bungay Castle, a, Novel, i Vols., 1796,1, p. vii.                    *Ibict.t I, p. xiv.
*Tke Haunted C&vem, a Caledonian 'Tale> 1796, p. 165.
Wde Chapter III, p. 63.